[Guideline development for general medicine: the problem of dichotomized algorithm development].
Development of clinical guidelines in Germany is based on two divergent principles. One is the clinical position of individuality and clinical experience. The other is the strong adherence to the principles of evidence-based medicine and the scientific method, as demonstrated by the clear, algorithmic methodology of critical pathway development. We discuss the pros and cons of both concepts and try to find some sort of practical middle ground between the two extremes.